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Abstract

Metz diagnoses excessive individualism, excessive technocratic orientation, and
excessive anthropocentrism as the main factors that undermine development
globally. In this work, I seek to show that the application of Metz’s diagnosis in
Africa exposes limitations associated with the silence on the condition of
powerlessness of African countries in a world that is bifurcated into the dominant
and exploiting capitalist, the Global North, on one hand, and, on the other, the
weak, dominated, and exploited Africa, the Global South. Africa suffers from
underdevelopment due to a lack of power to defend itself against capitalist
imperialist exploitation of labour and natural resources. | show that a Pan-
Africanist remedy, specifically the construction of a single African state, is crucial
for addressing the powerlessness hindering development in African countries. This
work contributes new knowledge from deploying Walter Rodney’s dependency
theory to expose the weaknesses of Metz’s diagnosis of factors that limit
development.

Keywords: Thaddeus Metz, Development, Powerlessness, Walter Rodney,
Dependency Theory, Pan-Africanism, Communal Ownership

Introduction

Metz provides a universal theory of the main limitations of development. Metz
(2017) suggests that development, as traditionally conceived, often fails to account
for relational values central to Afro-communal ethics, such as fostering
harmonious relationships, respecting animals as ends, and prioritizing
participatory processes. Metz (2017) deploys the lens of Afro-communal values,
and he identifies three strong criticisms of development: it is overly
anthropocentric, individualist, and technocratic (2017). These features conflict
with the African value of communion, which emphasizes relational goods,
solidarity, and participatory approaches. I do not question the validity of Metz’s
catalogue of the factors that undermine development.

However, there is the problem of homogenizing the main factors that
undermine development, given the different historical contexts of different
countries. The factors that limit development are dependent on historical context.
A universal account of factors that undermine development, lacking sensitivity to
historical context, can have a homogenizing effect that occludes other factors that
apply to countries with different historical experiences. | will test the adequacy of
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Metz’s theory by situating it in the African historical context from the time of the
mercantile capitalist era to the time of industrial monopoly capitalism and to the
ongoing neoliberal capitalist era.

I will show that the application of Metz’s list of factors that undermine
development reveals a fundamental deficiency associated with the lack of
consideration of how the historical construction of powerlessness of African
countries from the time of mercantile capitalism to the present inhibits
development in a world split into the dominating Global North and the dominated
Global South. Africa’s position of powerlessness in the hierarchical capitalist
world order makes it a victim of the Global North and emerging economies’
capitalist and imperial cannibalization of labour and natural resources. An
understanding of the factors that undermine development from the locus of
enunciation of Africa indicates that the powerlessness of Africa reproduces and
sustains underdevelopment. In this paper, | show that Metz provides an untenable
diagnosis of the factors that undermine development in Africa.t Metz did not seek
to provide an exhaustive list of factors that undermine development. However, the
application of Metz’s list in the geography and historical context of Africa
indicates that his list is fundamentally inadequate, and it needs to be updated and
supplemented with the condition of powerlessness. In this paper, |1 do not reject
Metz’s catalogue of factors that undermine development. I argue that it needs to be
supplemented. Also, Metz’s communal model of ownership of natural resources is
problematic as it prioritizes the distribution of wealth from resource extraction to
citizens. | show that such communal ownership is implausible because it fails to
address the arbitrary balkanization of Africa at the 1884-1885 Berlin Conference,
which placed some Africans in economically non-viable states that lacked
resources. Also, | show the desirability of the Pan-Africanist solution to the
problem of powerlessness that undermines development. This work contributes
knowledge on powerlessness as a factor that undermines development and Pan-
Africanist solutions to the problems of powerlessness and underdevelopment.

I start by outlining Metz’s diagnosis of the main factors undermining
development and some remedies. Next, I deploy Rodney’s dependency theory to
show that one of the limitations of Metz’s diagnosis of the factors that impede
development in Africa is the silence on the powerlessness of African countries in a
world that is split into a dominant part of the Global North and a dominated part of
Africa and the Global South. Next, I show the problem associated with the
limitation of Metz’s conception of communal ownership of natural resources in
Africa. In the last section, | show how the Pan-Africanist ideas provide an
attractive solution that promotes development.

1 Metz holds that excessive individualism, excessive technocratic orientation, and excessive
anthropocentricism hinder development broadly construed (2017). Metz uses a broad
concept of development that encompasses economic development (2017). In this paper, |
criticize Metz’s diagnosis that privileges excessive individualism as one of the main factors
that hinder development.
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Excessive Individualism

For Metz, excessive individualism is a key issue hindering development.
Individualism involves too much emphasis on the internal goods of an individual
while simultaneously violating and undermining relational values (2017). | focus
on Metz’s discussion on how excessive individualism hinders development in the
economic sphere. For Metz, excessive individualism is associated with an
orientation towards accumulation rather than spending and sharing (METZ 2017).
A tendency towards accumulation entails the promotion of the interests of
shareholders, which is associated with maximizing profits (METZ 2017). Also,
excessive individualism entails ownership of natural resources and control of
global financial institutions such as the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the
World Bank for the benefit of a few. A society with profit-oriented, quantitative
standards for judging development, while jettisoning communal values, can face
problems such as capital flight, poverty, and economic inequalities (METZ 2017;
2020). Excessive individualism in the economic sphere is problematic as it
involves capitalist accumulation of wealth for the benefit of a few. Metz also
discusses excessive technocratic orientation and excessive anthropocentrism as the
other factors that militate against development.2 A discussion of excessive
anthropocentricism and excessive technocratic orientation is beyond the scope of
this paper.

In the West, excessive individualism took the form of primitive
accumulation, as capitalists during the mercantile era, from 1500 to 1800, engaged
in the slave trade and used African slave labour to accumulate capital that
promoted Western industrialization. Africa lost labour, which was essential for
African development. Excessive individualism, which took the form of the
transatlantic slave trade, promoted development in the West and caused
underdevelopment in Africa. Rodney holds that the transatlantic slave trade was
the “motor” for uneven development.® The historical construction of powerless
Africa economically, politically, and militarily commenced from the transatlantic
slave trade during the time of mercantile capitalism. There was uneven
development as Africa lost labour critical for development, while simultaneously
the West developed from primitive accumulation associated with the use of
African slave labour. Development from such primitive accumulation constructed

2 Furthermore, Metz identifies excessive technocratic orientation as one of the problems that
plague development (2017). Some development agencies exclude the intended beneficiaries
from participating in crafting development plans and programs (METZ 2017). The adoption
of the World Bank’s structural adjustment programs in African countries was accompanied
by the dictation of neoliberal economic policies by world bank technocrats. For Metz, the
participation of intended beneficiaries of development is good in itself (2017). Communal
ethics involves values of togetherness that require development agencies to collaborate with
intended beneficiaries to craft development programs (METZ 2017). Excessive
anthropocentrism involves focusing on the interests of human beings and undermining the
interests of animals (METZ 2017). For Metz, we can use African communal ethics to avoid
excessive anthropocentrism. According to Metz, African communal ethics grant partial
moral status to animals because they can be objects of communion with human beings
(2017).

3 See David Myer Temin’s interpretation of Rodney’s understanding of the effects of the
transatlantic slave trade (2023, 6).
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economic, political, military, and technological power for the West while at the
same time constructing a powerless Africa economically, politically, and
militarily. The massive depopulation caused by the Atlantic slave trade involved
the displacement of “between 25 and 200 million” people from Africa (WA MUI
and MARTIN 2009, 44). This undermined “commodity production” for internal
trade and export and erected the groundwork for dependency (J E INIKORI cited
in WA MUIU and MARTIN 2009, 45). Also, during the era of industrial
monopoly capitalism from 1800 to 1945, excessive individualism associated with
the egoistic interests of capitalists to accumulate wealth took the form of colonial
plunder and looting of the wealth of vulnerable and powerless Africa. The stage
for conquest and domination of Africa by the West had been created by the
transatlantic slave trade, which facilitated the acquisition of the West’s global
military and technological power, which was used for colonial plunder and looting
of Africa, which emerged from the close of the mercantile capitalist era as
powerless and vulnerable. The slave trade deprived Africa of the labour for
commodity production essential for acquiring economic, military, and
technological power. During the ongoing neoliberal era, excessive individualism is
associated with the West, which uses power acquired from the mercantile
capitalist era and the industrial monopoly capitalist era to undermine the economic
sovereignty of Africans and to promote the selfish interests of Western capitalists,
of looting wealth from the extractive sectors of African economies. Excessive
individualism benefits mainly the West, as the West wields economic, military,
and political power, which it uses to facilitate accumulation by dispossession of
the wealth and resources of weak and powerless African countries.

Communal Ownership of Natural Resources

Now, | focus on some of the communal reformist remedies suggested by Metz to
address the lack of economic development due to the problem of excessive
individualism. For Metz, development requires reform of the global ownership
practices. Ownership practices based on African communal ethics emphasize
communal ownership of natural resources such as farmland, gold, and diamonds
(METZ 2020). Metz holds that African communal ethics can be applied in a way
that regards natural resources such as oil in a particular country as belonging to the
global community (2020). However, a government should prioritize the
distribution of wealth from natural resources to improve citizens’ quality of life
(METZ 2020). It can improve the quality of life of foreigners after improving the
quality of life of citizens. The government prioritizes the citizens because it has
close ties with them (METZ 2020). Metz states that,

For example, imagine that a state had to choose between allocating oil
to its citizens or to foreigners who needed it only marginally more.
Then, the state would have most moral reason to favour its own citizens,
which a relational theory such as the African or Confucian accounts for
well by virtue of partial ties being given some real moral weight, but
which the strict impartiality of utilitarianism does not. (METZ 2020, 52)
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Metz’s interpretation of Afro-communal distributive practices maintains
that a government should prioritize citizens when distributing wealth
from the exploitation of natural resources.

Reform of Global Financial Institutions and Foreign Direct Investment
Furthermore, Metz suggests a broadening of the control of global financial
institutions such as the World Bank and the IMF (2020). In other words, they
should not be owned and controlled by a few Western countries for their benefit
(METZ 2020). They should be owned and controlled by all countries to promote
development in all countries. Also, for Metz, we can use African communal ethics
to introduce requirements that regulate foreign direct investment (2020). Some of
the requirements should include employment of local people and operation of the
business for a long period (METZ 2020). If foreign investors dislike the
requirements, they invest in countries with favourable conditions. Such capital
flight leads to high unemployment and low economic growth. Metz holds that
African governments should cooperate and use the African Union to fight against
capital flight (2020).

Development and Power
Metz shows how Afro-communal ethics that emphasizes the promotion of
harmonious relations can lead to desirable development theory and practice that
avoids excessive individualism, excessive technocratic orientation, and excessive
anthropocentrism. However, Metz did not grapple with the application of such
development theory and practice that promote harmonious relations in an African
context. In this section, I will interrogate whether Metz’s conception of the factors
that undermine development from the lens of African ethics helps with
understanding the source of underdevelopment in Africa. In this section, | will
demonstrate that a significant weakness of Metz’s diagnosis of the factors
undermining development in Africa is its limited scope for considering the
powerlessness of African countries as a crucial factor in this context. The view
that powerlessness is a factor that is important for understanding
underdevelopment in Africa does not negate the importance of other factors that
undermine development, such as excessive individualism, excessive
anthropocentricism, and excessive technocratic orientation. This is an attempt to
supplement Metz's list of factors that undermine development in Africa. | will use
radical Marxist views associated with the dependency theory of Walter Rodney to
diagnose Africa’s lack of power as one of the main problems that causes
underdevelopment. Powerlessness involves a lack of autonomy to initiate and
continue with development plans that eliminate mass impoverishment due to
vulnerability to economic and political domination by powerful Western countries.
It is important to note that there are internal factors such as authoritarian
rule, poor governance, and corruption that militate against development in Africa.
Such factors confirm Metz's diagnosis, which indicates that excessive
individualism is one of the factors that undermine development. Corrupt post-
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colonial petit bourgeoisie African political leaders promote selfish interests and
undermine national development. Some African leaders collaborated with Western
slave traders to promote the Atlantic slave trade. Also, Franz Fanon, Samir Amin,
and Rodney emphasize internal factors associated with the comprador bourgeoisie
who collaborate with international capital and undermine development in African
countries (FANON 1963; AMIN 2011; RODNEY 1982). Also, correlation of
dominant class forces in most neocolonial capitalist African states does not only
involve fractions of international capital but also fractions of indigenous capitalists
who tilt the state to narrow indigenization associated with empowerment of
indigenous black capitalists, while at the same time neglecting a broad-based
economic empowerment that promotes the interests of all citizens (MOYO and
YEROS 2011). Such narrow capitalist economic empowerment takes the form of
excessive individualism that promotes the interests of a few black capitalists. In
South Africa, Black Economic Empowerment (BEE) is associated with economic
empowerment that incorporates a few black capitalists into a racialized white
controlled capitalist economy, while at the same time, most indigenous Africans
are condemned to impoverishment. However, my focus is not on internal factors
that exacerbate underdevelopment in Africa. My focus is on external factors that
cause the powerlessness of African neocolonial states, and I will show how such
powerlessness undermines development in Africa.

For Rodney, the underdevelopment of powerless Africa resulted from
exploitation by powerful European countries. Capitalist imperialism and uneven
development divide the world into the part of “exploiters”, dominators, and policy
makers on the one hand and the exploited, dominated, and dependent part on the
other hand (RODNEY 1982, 12). Rodney holds that the world was split into
powerful capitalist and exploiting Western societies and powerless African
communal societies that are vulnerable to exploitation and underdevelopment
(RODNEY 1982). The powerful Western countries use their power to plunder,
loot, and dominate the weak societies. The exploited and weak countries in Africa
lack the power to defend themselves against capitalist imperialism, domination,
and underdevelopment. Rodney states that “All of the countries named as
‘underdeveloped’ in the world are exploited by others and the underdevelopment
with which the world is now preoccupied is a product of capitalist imperialist and
colonialist exploitation” (1982, 14). Underdevelopment is not only a result of the
exploitation of African countries by the West. It is also a result of the lack of
power of African countries to defend themselves.

Africa’s powerlessness in its relationship with dominant and powerful
Western countries and recently emerging economies is the source of its
underdevelopment. Africa lacks the power to defend itself against exploitation.
The global Western power and sub-imperial power of Brazil, Russia, India, China,
and South Africa (BRICS) impede development in the African continent and the
Global South. The Western global power involves the control of the world’s
economic and political institutions to facilitate Western capitalist domination of
Africa. This causes underdevelopment in Africa and development in the Global
North. Rodney states that “Imperialism is itself a phase of capitalist development
in which Western European capitalist countries and Japan established political,
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economic, military and cultural hegemony over other parts of the world which
were initially at a lower level and
therefore could not resist domination” (1982, 12). The “lower level” of African
countries entails a state of powerlessness that made African countries vulnerable to
domination (RODNEY 1982, 12).

Samir Amin holds that the West has five monopolies over natural
resources, media, military power, technology, and finance (BENYERA 2022). The
five monopolies give the West the power to dominate African countries
economically and to hinder development in Africa. Roman Grosfoguel sheds more
light on the global Western power. Grosfoguel holds that the West formed a
racialized global power structure that took the form of a “historical-structural
heterogeneous totality” that consists of the intersection of multiple forms of
hierarchical political, economic, military, technological, ideological, linguistic,
media, gender, and epistemic domination of Africa that are constituted,
coordinated and supervised by global coloniality (GROSFOGUEL 2011, 10-13).

Also, the abovementioned multiple racialized global hierarchies that
constitute the world create a giant entangled, heterarchical, heterogeneous
multifaceted global power structure and machinery that is used by the West to
promote development in the West and to constitute the Global South as a
subordinate underdeveloped periphery that exists to benefit the Global North
(Grosfoguel 2011).* Such a racialized, giant global power structure operates in a
way that renders Africans powerless to defend their interests and promote their
development.®

Rodney associates independent development with possession of sufficient
economic power. A society has sufficient power “for independent development”
when its economy is greater than that of the society that dominated it (RODNEY
1982, 11). The national liberation struggle did not dismantle the lopsided global
economic and political power structure that favors the West. Also, the nationalist
liberation struggle did not terminate the global capitalist system characterized by
societies with unequal development and the division of the world into weak,
powerless, and dominated African societies and powerful and dominant Western
societies. Such unequal power relations that are intrinsic to global capitalist
development render the weak African countries vulnerable to domination and the
cannibalization of labour and natural resources by powerful and dominant Western
countries. The cannibalization undermines independent development in powerless
societies.

For Rodney, power is essential for people to choose the direction they
want to move (1982). The decision to pursue a development agenda that benefits
Africans requires power. If African people lack power, they cannot embark on a
development agenda. Power is fundamental for development. Rodney states that,

4 See Grosfoguel (2011) on detailed exploration of the racialised global hierarchical
political, economic, military, technological, ideological, linguistic, media, gender, and
epistemic domination of Africa.

5 Such racialised global imperial power facilitates the Western geo-spatial fix that is
associated with the geographical shifting of the Western crisis of overaccumulation of
capital from the West to Africa and other parts of the Global South.
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The decisiveness of the short period of colonialism and its negative
consequences for Africa spring mainly from the fact that Africa lost
power. Power is the ultimate determinant in human society, being basic
to the relations within any group and between groups. It implies the
ability to defend one’s interests and if necessary to impose one’s will by
any means available. In relations between peoples, the question of
power determines maneuverability in bargaining, the extent to which
one people respect the interests of another, and eventually the extent to
which a people survive as a physical and cultural entity. When one
society finds itself forced to relinquish power entirely to another
society, that in itself is a form of underdevelopment. (RODNEY 1982,
224)
For Rodney, power is essential for development (1982). Power enables a society to
defend itself against belligerent states that seek to exploit its resources or conquer
its territory and establish imperial control. During the colonial wars of conquest,
African kingdoms lacked the power to defend themselves against Western
imperial powers. Such a lack of military power led to colonial conquest, loss of
sovereignty, and the looting and plunder of African wealth and resources. Also, for
Rodney, power is important for the manoeuvrability of society (1982). The
capacity of a society to manoeuvre is essential for development. The lack of
economic power limits the capacity of African countries to adopt auto-centric
development. African countries sought to adopt a development plan associated
with the Lagos Plan of Action. The Lagos Plan of Action is an auto-centric
development plan crafted by Africans. It sought to promote sovereign ownership
of resources and integration of African countries into the manufacturing value
chain. However, the power deficit that afflicts African countries hindered the
adoption of the Lagos Plan of Action. The West used economic power and
threatened to withdraw funding for African countries. The African governments
feared losing Western aid and abandoned the Lagos Plan of Action at the behest of
the West’s imperial global power (AKE 1996).

African countries sought development that promoted the indigenization of
the economy in the 1960s and 1970s (AKE 1981). Such development plans sought
to limit foreign control of the major sectors of the economy (AKE 1981).
However, African countries were highly indebted, lacked capital, and suffered
from balance-of-payment deficits. Such weakness was exploited by powerful
Western countries that used imperialistic institutions such as the World Bank and
IMF to control African economies and dictate the adoption of neoliberal policies
by African countries. Most African countries that sought to access loans from the
1970s to the 1990s were required by the IMF to adopt neoliberal structural
adjustment policies that involved trade liberalization. Such neoliberal policies
caused deindustrialization, as many local businesses could not compete with huge
foreign multinational corporations. The IMF offered loans that were attached with
conditionalities to African countries. Such conditionalities entailed the adoption of
neoliberal policies. The weakness of African countries, which involved
indebtedness and a lack of capital, limited the manoeuvrability and progress of
African countries. The neoliberal policies involved trade liberalization and
privatization, which opened African economies to control and domination by
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foreign multinational companies (MNCs).®

The powerlessness of African countries is one of the main factors that
undermines development in Africa. Metz’s culturalist solutions, which introduce
communal economic practices and policies that seek to infuse capitalist
institutions with communal values, cannot address the main problem of
powerlessness that causes underdevelopment. African countries lack the power to
defend themselves against capitalist imperialism. The remedy should be a political
solution that mobilizes and constructs African power that enables Africa to protect
itself against capitalist imperialist domination and exploitation.

One can contend that, though Metz does not regard the lack of power as
the main problem, he sought to address the unequal power relations associated
with the domination of African countries by Western-controlled global financial
institutions such as the IMF and the World Bank. Metz’s communal solution
involves broadening the control of the IMF and the World Bank (2020). All
countries should participate in decision-making in the IMF and the World Bank.
Metz’s diagnosis regards the problem of Western use of the IMF as a global
instrument of capitalist imperialist domination as a cultural phenomenon
associated with a lack of communal values. The solution entails the infusion of
communal values that broaden the control of the IMF. Such a solution amounts to
wishful thinking. Political problems of powerlessness that require a political
solution associated with mobilizing liberatory power are regarded by Metz as
requiring a cultural solution. Metz’s communal approach, which transforms
Africa’s political problem of powerlessness into a cultural issue linked to a deficit
of communal values, leads him to propose a cultural solution to a political
problem. However, the political problem of the powerlessness of Africa associated
with being victims of capitalist imperial domination cannot be solved by a
communal solution. If Africa is a victim of domination by Western imperial
institutions such as the IMF, then Africa needs to acquire significant power to
contest Western global hegemony. Dominant powers do not relinquish power
voluntarily. Metz’s communal approach involves an appeal to communal values to
press dominant powers to relinquish hegemonic and imperialist power of
domination. The solution for Africa is to acquire power.

6 The military conquest and economic conquest of African countries by other African
countries shows the centrality of the problem of power deficit that undermines development
in other African countries. The DRC lacks the power to defend itself and its territory. It has
lost control of the mineral-rich eastern part to M23 rebels who are suspected to be backed
by Rwanda. Such a lack of power of the DRC to defend itself undermines development.
The eastern part of the DRC that contains the minerals that should contribute to the
development of the DRC has been seized by the M23 rebels. Also, the economic conquest
that is associated with plunder and looting of the wealth of the other African countries by
Johannesburg capitalists undermines development in the African countries that are victims
of capitalist cannibalization. The African countries that are victims of capitalist
cannibalization by Johannesburg capitalists lack the power to defend themselves. This
raises the issue of power as important for development. Powerless African countries are
victims of capitalist cannibalization.
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Metz proposes communal values as important for broadening the control
of the IMF and the World Bank without addressing the global power imbalance
that led to the formation of global financial institutions that function as tools of
Western capitalist imperial domination of Africa. It is implausible to hold that an
appeal to values of communion can reform capitalist imperial institutions that
emanate from a global power imbalance that preponderantly favors the West. The
problems of capitalist institutions of imperial domination, such as the World Bank
and the IMF, can be addressed by the deployment of power that overhauls
capitalist imperialism. Metz’s appeal to the values of communion cannot address
the problem related to the lack of power that hinders development in Africa. The
appropriate solution for Africa’s problem of underdevelopment involves acquiring
power that will enable Africa to defend itself against capitalist imperialism and to
manoeuvre by adopting development plans that improve the quality of life of
Africans.

It can be argued that it is implausible to hold that Metz proposes a

cultural solution to the problem of unequal power that undermines development.
Metz proposes a political solution associated with acquiring power from
collaborating African states in the African Union (AU) (2020). Such bargaining
power can combat capital flight associated with Multinational Corporations
(MNCs). However, such a defence of Metz is problematic. Metz does not
explicitly identify a political problem of powerlessness that requires a political
solution that entails the acquisition of power. Metz’s work is largely characterized
by the misdiagnosis of a political problem of powerlessness in Africa associated
with the domination of Africa by global financial institutions, such as the IMF and
the World Bank, as a cultural problem that requires a cultural solution that
involves the infusion of communal values. Also, such a narrow discussion of the
acquisition of power associated with the collaboration of African countries in the
AU to fight capital flight caused by MNCs does not address the larger problem of
unequal power relations that entails the capitalist bifurcation of the world into the
powerful, dominant West and powerless, dominated Africa. Metz uses a political
solution to combat a narrow problem of capital flight. Africa’s problem of
powerlessness is a structural flaw associated with the configuration of the world
by uneven capitalist development and imperialism.
Moreover, Metz’s cultural remedy to powerlessness is limited and does not
address the weakness of the African Union (AU) and the African states. Next, |
show that Metz’s narrow cultural remedy assumes that the AU and the African
states have the power to combat capital flight associated with the MNC:s.

The AU depends on foreign donations from Germany, Sweden, the
Netherlands, and the USA, among other countries, for a huge proportion of its
budgetary requirements (WILLIAMS 2022). The multinational corporations that
shift their capital from African countries to speculation on the stock exchange in
the Global North are from the countries that fund the AU. The AU is powerless. It
cannot combat capital flight, as this undermines the economic interests of
multinational corporations from the countries that fund the AU. The powerlessness
of the AU limits development initiatives identified by Metz, such as the
collaboration of the African countries in the AU to combat capital flight. Metz’s
culturalist solution (relationality over individualism) to the problem of global
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economic injustice does not factor in the powerlessness of African countries.
Metz’s normative solution is culturally appealing but practically weak by not
addressing the causes of real-world systemic inequality or the causes of
imperialism, such as the powerlessness of African countries. Such culturalist
solutions led Metz to overlook the limitations of solutions to underdevelopment in
Africa that are associated with the Pan-Africanism of the current powerless and
moribund AU.”

Pan-Africanist Approach and Development

Now, | will show how the Pan-Africanist approach to development is important as
it addresses the power imbalance associated with the West’s arrogation of global
power and the powerlessness of African countries that reproduces
underdevelopment in Africa. The Pan-African approach to development constructs
an African Union government that combines the tax revenues and foreign reserves
of all African countries (WILLIAMS 2022). This yields over a trillion US dollars
(WILLIAMS 2022). This addresses the economic weaknesses associated with a
lack of capital and fiscal resources for government expenditure that led African
governments to surrender economic sovereignty in exchange for inadequate loans
and foreign aid. Such financial resources mobilized from all foreign reserves and
tax revenues of all African countries can be used for large-scale industrialization
and Pan-Africanist industrial extraction of African natural resources. African
countries lose wealth from the extraction of natural resources by foreign MNCs
that repatriate profits. They do not reinvest in the manufacturing of value-added
goods. The wealth generated from the extraction of natural resources in one
African state can be reinvested in large-scale industrialization, particularly in the
agribusiness sector and the manufacturing of value-added products.

Moreover, the African market will be huge when all African countries
merge into one country. The growing African market and the purchasing power of
Africans will boost the profitability of African manufacturing companies that
produce value-added goods (WILLIAMS 2022). The huge purchasing power of
African consumers and the status of the African market as the fastest-growing
market generate bargaining power. Such bargaining power is important as it
prevents signing memorandums of understanding (MOUs) with multinational
companies that concede unrestrained repatriation of profits, tax exemptions, and
long leases spanning 90 years to multinational companies (WILLIAMS 2022).

7 Moreover, the powerlessness that hinders development is a persistent debilitating feature
of African states. Most postcolonial African states are comprador states. They have a
colonial structure associated with performing functions that promote Western economic
interests. They lack the power to control their economies. The World Bank and the IMF
dictate the economic policies of most African countries. The powerlessness of African post-
colonial states is associated with the surrender of economic sovereignty in exchange for
balance of payment support and loans from the IMF. This impedes economic development.
They borrow loans from the IMF for expenditure associated with the payment of salaries for
government employees. The World Bank and the IMF, which control African economies,
dictate economic policies such as economic liberalization that facilitate economic
domination and looting of African economies by foreign MNCs.
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A union government of Africa can generate bargaining power that eliminates
powerlessness associated with the bargaining of single African countries with
powerful nations from the Global North, BRICS, and powerful multinational
corporations. If there is no continental unity, there are fragmented, balkanized, and
weak states that lack the power to bargain for capital investment to develop Africa.
Continental unity that culminates in a powerful continental Pan-African country is
essential for strong bargaining power that prevents vulnerability to capitalist
investments that undermine Africa’s development.

Pan Africanism and the distribution of wealth from resource extraction in
Africa

Metz’s reforms of global ownership practices prioritize the distribution of wealth
from natural resources to benefit the citizens of a particular country first (2020).
Here, the natural resources in a particular country can be used to develop that
country to promote the quality of life of its citizens. The country can use the
wealth to promote the quality of life of foreigners in other countries after it has
improved the quality of life of its citizens. Such communal sovereign ownership of
natural resources excludes Africans who are not citizens. Metz creates hierarchical
and unequal relationships among Africans. Africans who are citizens in resource-
endowed countries are favoured. This militates against communion as there are
two groups. The first group of citizens enjoys the privileges of first preference in
the distribution of wealth from the exploitation of natural resources, and the
second group, foreign African nationals, can receive nothing or few leftovers after
distribution to the favoured group.

One can contend that Metz is using the model of a family. A parent in a
family distributes household income and resources in a way that benefits her
biological children first. Such prioritization is justified by the close ties of the
parent to her children. The parent does not prioritise the needs of the children of a
stranger before the needs of her children (METZ 2020). Metz uses the same logic
that guides the communal distribution of household income to guide the
distribution of resources by a government. The government has close ties with
citizens and should distribute resources in a way that gives priority to citizens
(METZ 2020, 52).

However, this is an implausible application of the logic associated with
the distribution of household resources in an African post-colonial state. The
African nation-state is an artificial and arbitrary colonial construction to exploit
Africa, and the scramble for Africa was not based on a logical pattern to ensure
access to natural resources by all Africans. The colonialists constructed some
economically unviable landlocked countries lacking resources (WILLIAMS
2022). If a government gives preference to citizens, this disadvantages
economically unviable countries that are resource-poor. African countries were
formed at the Berlin Conference from 1884 to 1885. Other Africans were excluded
from resources that are found in economically viable countries by being placed
arbitrarily by colonialists in economically non-viable countries. In some cases, the
balkanization of the continent at the Berlin conference excluded some Africans
from huge political kingdoms that stretched over vast terrain. The people in
Gambia were part of the Mali kingdom that encompassed present-day Senegal,
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Niger, Cote D lIvoire, and Burkina Faso (WILLIAMS 2022). The resource-
endowed Mali kingdom thrived in the precolonial era (WILLIAMS 2022).
However, balkanization created small, resource-poor countries such as Gambia
and Burundi (WILLIAMS 2022). The formation of African colonial states that
destroyed viable kingdoms involved placing some Africans in economically viable
states and placing other Africans in countries that lacked resources.

Metz’s reforms of the global ownership practices maintain the economic
disadvantages imposed on some African states by the balkanization of the African
continent. Metz holds that a country should give preference to its citizens when
distributing wealth generated from natural resources. Metz’s version of communal
distribution does not address the disadvantages and injustices associated with the
balkanization of the African continent, which placed some Africans in
economically non-viable countries that lack natural resources.

Metz’s community nationalistic ownership of natural resources, which
favors citizens in an African post-colonial state, does not address the economic
inequalities between African states that resulted from the balkanization of the
African continent at the Berlin conference. A desirable communal approach that
leads to ownership practices of natural resources that benefit all Africans first
involves discarding artificially constructed African colonial states that created
arbitrary and unjust economic inequalities between the states. There should be
Pan-Africanist ownership of natural resources that result from merging African
countries into one giant African state that uses African natural resources for the
benefit of all Africans.

One can argue that the method of distribution of wealth from natural
resources should not only be for Africans in countries that lack natural resources,
but for all human beings in all countries that lack natural resources. However, such
criticism fails to consider that such a mode of distribution that favors all Africans
is based on Pan-Africanist nationalism that seeks to combat capitalist imperialism
that confines Africa to the periphery and the West to the core of the capitalist
world economic system. It is a method by which Africans distribute wealth and
resources after reclaiming them from foreign multinational corporations that loot
wealth by repatriating profits gained from the extractive sectors of African
economies. If African nation-states are united in a federal state, then the federal
government distributes wealth to benefit all Africans. This eliminates the
disadvantages suffered by Africans in poor-resourced states due to the
balkanization of the continent at the Berlin Conference.

One can contend that the idea of a Pan-African nation-state is
implausible, as there are diverse African ethnic groups and past eruptions of
ethnicized socio-political conflicts in countries such as Nigeria, Rwanda, the
Democratic Republic of Congo, and Kenya. The violent ethnic conflicts that have
erupted in the past indicate tensions and disunity that militate against the prospect
of a Pan-African state. However, such a view problematizes the diversity of ethnic
groups as the source of disintegrative force that undermines the prospect of
forming a pan-African state. Such a notion is untenable as it amounts to racializing
Africans as irrational and ontologically defective beings who are driven by
atavistic hatred of those who belong to different ethnic groups.
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Ethnicized socio-political conflicts that militate against a Pan-African
state are not effects of an ontological defect associated with the deficit of
rationality. It is important to construe a plausible view that specifies its source. |
will show that ethnicized socio-political conflicts are historical structural
phenomena that emanate from unequal development associated with the global
capitalist system.

Amin holds that the global capitalist system splits the world into the
centre/core, which the Global North occupies, and the periphery, which is the
location of many countries in the Global South (2011). Such a bifurcated world
order is associated with unequal development that distributes a large share of the
world’s economic wealth to the Global North while impoverishing many parts of
the Global South (AMIN 2011). The core is associated with autocentric
development, which responds to “internal social relations” and is served by
“external relations” (AMIN 2011, 327). Also, the core has interdependence of
production of capital goods and the production of mass consumption goods
(AMIN 2011). There is a national bourgeoisie that promotes capitalist
development in any country in the core of the world capitalist system (AMIN
2011). On the other hand, the countries in the peripheries have production for
export coupled with consumption by a minority (AMIN 2011). Also, foreign
multinational corporations that repatriate profits dominate the production of goods
for export. There is a comprador bourgeoisie that maintains a disarticulated
economy in the periphery for the benefit of countries in the core (AMIN 2011).

The unequal development that promotes high per capita income and
welfare of the majority in the Global North causes the operation of centripetal
forces and integration in the Global North’s societies (AMIN 2011). On the other
hand, the uneven development that impoverishes many African countries
unleashes centrifugal forces and disintegration that take ethnicized forms (AMIN
2011). Some of the ethnic wars that take place in Africa are a result of unequal
development that impoverishes certain ethnic groups in certain regions in some
African states. However, the impoverishment that emanates from unequal
development that hits certain ethnic groups in certain regions appears as an effect
of primarily flawed, ethnicized, discriminatory practices. Such an interpretation of
impoverishment as an effect of ethnic discrimination hides the looting of wealth
from extractive industries by foreign multinationals, leaving meagre financial
resources that cannot promote development that benefits all human beings in a
nation-state. Also, the disintegrative and centrifugal forces that take the form of
ethnicized conflicts are worsened by African petit bourgeoisie leaders who
mobilize these forces to gain political power or to legitimize their power (AMIN
2011). Some African political leaders who suffer the erosion of legitimacy due to
their failure to promote development mobilize ethnic disintegrative forces to
legitimize their power. Such ruling elites can implement economic policies and
practice politics that discriminate against other ethnic groups. The inability to
promote development in African nation-states is a structural effect of capitalist
uneven development that impoverishes African nation-states. Such unequal
development can lead to ethnicized impoverishment that disproportionately affects
certain ethnic groups. The fissures for the eruption of ethnicized socio-political
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conflicts in Africa emanate primarily from global capitalist unequal development.
If there is a world economy that promotes equal development in all parts of the
world, then this limits the operation of disintegrative and centrifugal forces that
take the form of ethnicized conflict.

Disintegrative ethnicized social forces can be contained and limited by
broad-based peasant workers alliances and rural and urban alliances that engage in
political enlightenment campaigns that show that the primary source of
underdevelopment that causes impoverishment of all Africans emanates from
unequal development associated with the global capitalist system, which is
exacerbated by corrupt African petit bourgeoisie leaders.® Such enlightenment
campaigns limit the effect of ethnicized national identities on the formation of the
pan-African nation-state. The Pan-African state does not dissolve diverse
identities. Rather, it is an instrument of equal development that promotes the
welfare of all Africans.

Also, African countries were integrated into the world economy
in a way that caused underdevelopment, which undermines the welfare and
prosperity of many peasant and proletariat classes. Sam Moyo and Paris Yeros
show that modern forms of nationalism are constructions based on shared
experiences and common identity (2011). I will show that such a conception of
nationalism is important for curtailing the impact of ethnicized identity politics on
the formation of revolutionary nationalist identities that can evolve into a Pan-
Africanist nationalist identity that is critical for the formation of a continental
African state. A national identity can be formed based on the common historical
experience of Africans of victimisation and domination by Western imperialist
capitalism that inserted African states into a lower position in a racialised and
hierarchised capitalist world order. Also, such national identities can be bolstered
by a shared common goal of defeating Western capitalist imperialism. Moreover,
broad anti-capitalist and anti-imperialist revolutionary nationalist ideology can be
bolstered by a broad populist ideology that aggregates classes by mobilizing
shared virtues, moral values, such as Ubuntu, which promotes shared identity
based on shared goals of dismantling capitalist imperialism and solidarity
associated with care for each other.® There is room for a broad alliance of peasants
and working classes that espouse an anti-capitalist and anti-imperialist radical
nationalist ideology of promoting economic sovereignty and equal development
that undermines disintegrative ethnicised identity politics. The diffusion of such
anti-capitalist and anti-imperialist radical nationalist ideology into nations and

8 See Moyo and Yeros (2011) on the formation of an alliance of peasants and war veterans
that incoprated some petit bourgeoisie and some urban lower classes into land occupation
movement that espoused a radical nationalist ideology that challenged racilaized property
rights. Moyo and Paris (2011, 84) states that “The ethnicised violence which broke out in
Kenya in 2008/09 is a case in point. Yet, this is not the only trend, as the counter-case of
Zimbabwe has shown. Here, radical nationalism has once again sidelined ethnicised politics
and reclaimed the national question as an economic project. It has shown that radical
nationalism remains the necessary, even if not sufficient, ideological force against
imperialism”.

9 See Metz (2020) on the idea of African ethics associated with shared identity and
solidarity.
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regions will create possibilities for the formation of a pan-Africanist state.? It is
imperative to prevent the co-optation and the subordination of radical anti-
capitalist and anti-imperialist movements by the ruling petit bourgeoisie. Sam
Moyo and Paris Yeros demonstrate that radical and revolutionary nationalist
movements, which unite all classes, have the potential to radicalize a capitalist
neocolonial state (2011). For Moyo and Yeros, the correlation of revolutionary
class forces that espouse a radical nationalist ideology can tilt neocolonial
capitalist states to contend against imperialism and the subordinate insertion of
African states into the periphery of the capitalist world economy (2011).

Furthermore, there can be contention that the unification of African states
is not necessary for the promotion of development. One can use Amin's idea of
delinking to maintain that African states should delink from the world capitalist
system and pursue autonomous development (1990). Such autonomous
development involves solving the agrarian question. The agrarian question
involves promoting development through peasant agriculture. However, there is
skepticism about the potential of peasant agriculture to promote the accumulation
of capital that is critical for industrialization and technological innovation that
promotes economic development. Peasant agriculture can be a source of livelihood
that can ensure food security and limit the impacts of poverty. The African
governments lack the capital to invest in peasant agriculture by providing peasants
with modern farm equipment and farming inputs. African governments borrow
money from the IMF to sustain the provision of viable social services such as
education. Delinking that does not involve the formation of a pan-African state, as
a continental measure to address the unequal power dynamics of African nation-
states does not solve the entrapment in a state of vulnerability to domination by
powerful Western countries. The requirement to provide social services can open
the room for seeking loans from the West that come with conditionalities that
rehabilitate and consolidate imperialism. The Pan-African state that delinks from
the world capitalist system can have a large effect on Western countries and other
emerging economies that rely on mineral resources and markets in Africa. This
can compel Western countries to negotiate with the Federal African state from a
position of weakness and vulnerability, which opens room for autonomous
development for the continental African state.

It can be argued that a Pan-African single state is not possible. In the
1960s, Nkrumah’s efforts to promote the configuration of a Pan-African state
failed as some African states preferred territorial nationalism (Nkrumah 1964).11
However, criticism of the methodological issues surrounding the formation of a
single Pan-African nation-state overlooks the Pan-African state's potential to
promote development by leveraging economic and bargaining power through the
combination of African foreign reserves, tax revenues, markets, and natural

10 See Moyo and Yeros (2011)

11 Also, there was a split between the Monrovia block that preferred territorial nationalism
and limited Pan-Africanism associated with regional integration and, on the other hand, the
Casablanca block that preferred the formation of a single African state.
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resources. Such economic power will constitute the base for technological,
manufacturing, and military infrastructure that will construct the power required
for Africa to defend itself and to escape from a subaltern position associated with
being a dominated victim. Also, | have shown above the possibility of pan-African
nationalism that can be steered by alliances of peasants and workers pursuing a
radical nationalist agenda to form a federal state that can wield power to contest
exploitation and domination by Western capitalist imperialism.

Conclusion

I have shown the limitations of the application of Metz’s diagnosis of excessive
individualism, excessive technocratic orientation, and excessive anthropocentrism
as the main factors that undermine development in an African context. Rodney’s
dependency theory shows that one of the main factors undermining development
in Africa is the powerlessness of African countries, which causes vulnerability to
Western capitalist imperial cannibalization of natural resources and labour. The
world is divided between the dominant West and the dominated continent of
Africa. One of the main problems is Africa’s lack of power to defend itself against
capitalist imperial domination. Furthermore, I demonstrated that Metz’s communal
ownership model is problematic as it privileges the distribution of wealth from
resource extraction to citizens of a particular country. Such communal ownership
is undesirable as it does not consider that the balkanization of Africa at the Berlin
Conference of 1884-1885 arbitrarily and unjustly disadvantaged many Africans by
confining them in landlocked, resource-poor territorial states. Furthermore, | used
Pan-Africanist thought to show that development requires the creation of a single
African state under an African union government. Future studies should focus on
how Pan-Africanism from below, based on African peasants, poor communities,
and students, can be a liberatory force for constituting a single Pan-African state
that has the power to defend itself and to promote development.
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