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Enhancement of Humans’ Moral Capacities

Centre for Phenomenology in South Africa and The Conversational School of Philosophy, April
10 & 11, 2024
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Overview

Radical moral enhancement aims to radically augment individuals’ moral capacities through
scientific and technological interventions that would help them to surpass their moral limitations,
making them always act morally in posthuman fashion (Bostrom 2008, Persson & Savulescu 2012,
DeGrazia 2014, Crutchfield 2018, Sorgner 2022, AE Chimakonam 2021, 2023). This colloquium
aims to consider how African philosophy can provide novel ways of understanding the relation of
transhumanism and moral enhancement. The basic question is whether there are African
axiological values that can be invoked to refute or support radical moral enhancement from African
philosophical perspectives. In this regard, African philosophers have made some effort to
contribute to the discourse of moral enhancement from African philosophical perspectives. For
instance, Ademola Fayemi and Cornelius Ewuoso defend radical moral enhancement by
envisioning a posthuman era in Africa, while Amara Esther Chimakonam argues that radical moral
enhancement would truncate the process of acquiring normative personhood. Such and other
African philosophical contributions to the discourse of moral enhancement open new vistas for
thought that this colloquium calls for exploration.

Zoom Links

Day 1: April 10, 2024, 9:00 am (SAST)

https://zoom.us/j/96342663438?pwd=VnBNROhgb1g1NIcyNEhNSiBhTGhDdz09

Meeting ID: 963 4266 3438
Passcode: 704578

Day 2: April 11, 2024, 12:00 pm (SAST)

https://zoom.us/1/99771429923?pwd=Z2FDeTJCS3MzRXNuemF5UE1sS37ZMZz09

Meeting ID: 997 7142 9923
Passcode: 795996


https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fzoom.us%2Fj%2F96342663438%3Fpwd%3DVnBNR0hqb1g1NlcyNEhNSjBhTGhDdz09&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw2Uo-poCspxYvSaRC1ra27Q
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fzoom.us%2Fj%2F99771429923%3Fpwd%3DZ2FDeTJCS3MzRXNuemF5UE1sS3ZMZz09&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw2RIRP1kX0iIm3ImkkrCoDq
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DAY 2

Welcome

Dr Amara Esther Chimakonam 12:05-12:10

Opening Remarks (Conversational School of Philosophy)

Prof. Jonathan O Chimakonam 12:10-12:15
Speakers

Talk 1

Mr. Ojochogwu S. Abdul 12:15-12:45
Talk 2

Dr. Aura Elena Schussler 12:45-1:10
Talk 3

Dr Doreen Sesiro 1:10-1:35
Q&A 1:35-2:05
Talk 4

Prof. Bruce Janz 2:05-2:35
Talk 5§

Dr Adeolu Oyekan 2:35-3:00
Q&A 3:00-3:20

Vote of thanks/closing
Dr Amara Esther Chimakonam 3:30



