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of our thoughts, philosophies and ideas in doing African Philosophy in Africa and 
beyond.  

      
Ethnocentric Bias in African Philosophy 
When we talk of ethnocentric bias in African philosophy, the scramble for Africa 
in late nineteenth century by European explorers and administrators often comes 
to mind. The visitors on arrival on the shores of Africa took turns to distort the 
thinking and policy of the black man in his father land. The first thing was to set 
the different group against themselves in the name of tribal identification 
(AUDREY 1971, 4-7). Some tribes were considered as superior to another. In 
Nigeria, reference is made to the three major languages; Igbo, Hausa and 
Yoruba. This was the origin of ethnic prejudices, dichotomization and 
segregation. This kind of spirit of superiority complex, inculcated into some 
Africans, by their colonial masters, has come to stand the test of time. It is 
functional in many societies in Africa. 

According to Asouzu, most Western debates within the framework of 
what is called Western philosophy are usually done in this mindset of utter 
mutual negation (2007a, 169) after the mindset of Aristotle.  African 
philosophers could also be said to be influenced by the Aristotelian mindset, 
considering the fact that le


